
 

U.S. Air Force Captain Michael J. Frasco 

Captain Michael J. Frasco is a fifteen-year veteran of the United States Air Force and is currently 
serving as part of the Why We Serve speakers program. He returned from assignment in 
Afghanistan in October 2006 and is speaking to groups around the country about his personal 
experiences training the Afghan National Army.  
 
Frasco joined the Air Force in 1992 after graduating high school in order to better serve his 
country.  He remained in the service until he left to attend the University of Oklahoma, returning 
as an Officer in 2002. In April 2006, Frasco deployed to Afghanistan with the Air Force 
Embedded Training Team, responsible for training and equipping members of the Afghan 
National Army. Upon entering the combat zone, he quickly discovered his combat training and 
logistics expertise would pay off. 
 
Frasco was on the ground for only two days when the worst case of civil unrest broke out since 
the beginning of the war. Rioting began in the city of Kabul in very close proximity (.5 
kilometers) to where airmen were being housed that cut off their communication with the 
Garrison for over five hours. Fresh out of Combat Skills Training and without hesitation, Frasco 
volunteered to lead a quick reaction force team to locate the airmen and bring them safely back 
to camp. To accomplish his mission, he led his team by foot outside Camp Eggers to where the 
airmen were stranded and set up perimeter security while he directed members of his team to 
enter the location and evacuate the airmen. Once the airmen were safely extracted, Frasco led the 
airmen and his team safely back to camp.  
 
While overseas, Frasco also served as a convoy commander on more than 90 missions, traveling 
over 7,000 miles on roads laden with improvised explosive devices and suicide bombers, and 
delivering more than 100 passengers and over 70,000 tons of cargo.  Due to Frasco’s leadership 
and attention to detail as a convoy commander, he successfully completed 100 percent of his 
missions without the loss or injury of one soldier, airmen, or Marine.  
 
A native of Albuquerque N.M., Frasco currently resides in Florida and is assigned as the Wing 
Support Flight Commander at Eglin Air Force Base.  

Frasco’s decorations include five Achievement Medals, two Commendation Medals and one 
Meritorious Service Medal. He is also the recipient of the 33rd Fighter Wing’s Company Grade 
Officer of the Year and Logistics Readiness Officer of the Year Awards for 2006. 




